NO !    NO !    NEVER !

Some notes on the principal assistants of Bela Kun may
be of interest:

The Chief of the Political Investigation Department
was a hunchback by the name of Otto Korvin, also known
as Korvin-Klein. He was of a vindictive nature, and used
to push a ruler down the throat of a stubborn witness, to
make him talk. He had himself been a bourgeois, and in
former days he had owned a little sawmill and timber
depot in the north of Hungary, where he exploited and
half-starved his employees.*

Joseph Pogany, some-time Commissar of Education,
was a mountebank of notorious incapacity and profligate
life, who imagined himself to be the Napoleon of the
movement, and was generally surrounded by prostitutes.
He was despised even by his own associates; indeed,
nobody took him seriously, except the victims of his rob-
beries and murders.

Sigismond Kunfi was a man of different mettle: clever,
bold, ambitious, and an inveterate turn-coat, he was first
a Jew, then a Protestant, and finally a militant atheist.
Originally he called himself a Social Democrat, but he
never had any doubt about his hatred of society. " Your
efforts on behalf of your workmen/' he said, in an outburst
of sincerity to an employer of Budapest, " are just what
we don't want, for they frustrate the class-war. What we
want is a discontented mass of labourers/' Although he
worked with Bela Kun throughout the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat, he turned on him savagely afterwards. The
heralds of the new dawn bespattered each other freely
with mud when they were exiles in Vienna: their writ-
ings are as embittered as is the correspondence of their
apostle, Marx.

Tibor Szamuelly was the child of a well-to-do family

* Bolshevism in Hungary, by Baron Albert Kaas and Fedor de
Lazarovics. Grant Richards, 1931.